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bed-chamber, and who wished to entrust to me the care and
education of his son, I went the whole way, some thirty-five
miles, walking barefoot, and wearing the dress of the hill
folk.

On reaching Maniksari, the chief's village, I was lodged in a
large room in the Raja's own house, which was ordinarily used
by him as a place of assembly or to transact business in. This
was a mark of great and special favour, as no Englishman had
hitherto been thus admitted into family intimacy, and on my
previous visit I had lived in a small tent.

As far as possible I adopted the dress and customs of the
country on this and similar occasions, with a ceremonial garb
for the assemblies and evening gatherings, consisting of a rich
crimson silk waist cloth, snowy white cambricover-shirt, and a
turban of white silk with a flower stuck in it, sitting on a mat
bare-foot and cross-legged.

Some of the customs were not altogether delightful, and my
resolution to conform was sometimes sorely tried. On the
present occasion, being an honoured guest, my dinner was pre-
pared under the Rani's own supervision, and when it was served
$he herself pressed me to eat, and even selected and offered me

; with her own slender fingers certain specially choice and delicate

t> -morsels.

1 had courageously consumed cane tops, bamboo shoots,
with divers unknown comestibles, when my hostess appeared,
smiling with hospitable intent, and bearing in her hand a small
brass cup, which she placed before me. It contained four
large white grubs, delicately fried in oil, and one of these she

.kindly took between finger and thumb and offered to my
shuddering lips. I forced a somewhat ghastly smile of thanks,
and bolted the creature; but while endeavouring to assure her
of my appreciation, outraged humanity rebelled, and I retired

1; Hastily, to save my reputation for good manners.   These large

[$Pttbs, or maggots, are found under the bark of decaying trees,

ijtoil arfe esteemed a great delicacy.

||||ktthe Raja's request I had agreed that his young son,,;
should come and live with me, and that I would;!
113 education, and treat him as my own son.   1,3
(with me, and marched to tfc^i$|j$

